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A NOTE ON A FOSSIL ELK'S HEAD 
E. J. CABL:tt 
In the summer of 1931, Mr. Williford of Waterloo called the 
writer's attention to a fossil elk's head which was found in a gravel 
pit in Riverside Addition about one-half mile back from the pres-
ent course of the Cedar River. 
The head, while not a complete one, has the upper portion in 
tact with the antlers attached. The front and lower parts of the 
skull are missing. The prongs are each about 20 inches in length 
and each shows distinct branching. Several smaller fragments of 
antlers were also found in the same horizon as the head. They 
are, undoubtedly, fractured portions belonging to the same head. 
The bones were highly metamorphosed and very friable which 
suggests great age. 
A section of the pit shows 12 to 18 inches of sandy loam at the 
top beneath which there is about 45 feet of sands and gravels well 
stratified and cross-bedded. 
It i~ not an easy matter to determine the exact geological hori-
zon since the pit is located on a river terrace. The Cedar River 
valley is much narrower at \Vaterloo than it is to the east and 
west of the city. If the Cedar River valley is of pre-Kansan age, it 
has no doubt been filled with outwash gravels from both the Kan-
san and Iowan drift sheets which are contiguous in the area. It 
would seem, therefore, that the remains might have been buried 
during Aftonian times or even later. 
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